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OPINION
Former IT Employee Pleads Guilty 
to Distributing Child Pornography
IT  Continued on Page 2
Adrianna Caraballo
Staff Writer
Olivia Kearns| The MontclarionMontclair State’s IT Department is where Samuel LaSala worked 
before he resigned due to child pornography sentence.
    Samuel LaSala, a former 
Montclair State University In-
formation Technology (IT) de-
partment member, is set to be 
sentenced in January of 2019 for 
child pornography.
    According to the United States 
Attorney’s office, LaSala had a 
laptop that contained videos of 
child sexual abuse. He shared 
these videos with others over 
the internet, making the videos 
available to download using an 
online peer-to-peer file sharing 
network.
    LaSala admitted that he had 
over 100 videos on his laptop 
depicting child sex acts, and 
he was in possession of those 
videos between May 2017 and 
January 2018. 
    Pleading guilty to the distri-
bution of these videos guaran-
tees LaSala a maximum penalty 
of 20 years in prison or a mini-
mum five years as well as a fine 
of $250,000. 
    On May 23, Montclair State 
was informed by LaSala that he 
was being investigated by the 
United States Department of 
Homeland Security for distri-
bution of child pornography.
    “The university suspended 
Mr. LaSala, cooperated fully 
with the Department of Home-
land Security investigation, and 
simultaneously commenced its 
own parallel forensic investiga-
tion of university equipment to 
which Mr. LaSala had access,” 
said Director of Media Rela-
tions, Communications and 
Marketing Erika Bleiberg. 
    No pornographic imagery 
was found on the campus com-
puters, since LaSala used his 
own laptop to store and share 
the videos he collected. 
    “We feel it’s important to clar-
ify that the images were found 
on Mr. LaSala’s personal com-
puter, not on any equipment 
belonging to the university,” 
Bleiberg said.
    According to Montclair State’s 
University Police Capt. Kieran 
Barrett, there was administra-
tive action taken to ensure that 
the computers were clean, but 
the main investigation on La-
Sala was handled by the federal 
government. 
    “The investigation was han-
“We feel it’s important to clarify that 
the images were found on Mr. LaSala’s 
personal computer, not on any equip-
ment belonging to the university.”
- Erika Bleiberg, Director of Media Relations, 
Communications and Marketing
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Monday, Oct. 8
Machuga Heights: A female student 
reported that her clothing was stolen 
out of one of the machines in the 
laundry room. This incident is under 
investigation.
Friday, Oct. 12
On-Campus:  A female student re-
ported being sexually assaulted by a 
known male commuter student while 
in her residence room. This incident 
is under investigation.
Monday, Oct.  8
Lot 19: A female student reported 
an incident of criminal mischief in 
which tomato juice had been thrown 
onto her vehicle while it was parked. 
This incident is under investigation.
Sunday, Oct. 14
Clove Road: Student Mireya Men-
doza and non-student Michael Rich-
ardson were arrested following a 
motor vehicle stop for the possession 
of marijuana under the amount of 
50 grams. Mendoza was also issued 
several motor vehicle summonses. 
Both individuals were processed at 
police headquarters and released 
pending a follow-up court date in 
the Little Falls Municipal Court.
Tuesday, Oct. 9
Harassment: A female student re-
ported being followed and harassed 
by a known male non-student. The 
male individual has been reported 
to show up at multiple locations on 
campus, including classes, residence 
halls and the student’s residence 
room. The student did not wish to 
file a complaint at this time.
IT: Some of LaSala’s cowork-
ers were surprised that he was 
involved in child pornography
Continued from page 1
dled by the US Department of Home-
land Security who would have kept us 
abreast if any activity occurred here 
at Montclair State University,” Barrett 
said. “To date, there has been no indi-
cation that any of the alleged activity 
occurred here at Montclair State.”
    Prior to the investigation, there were 
no complaints regarding LaSala’s be-
havior or actions.
    “During the period of his employ-
ment at the university, no complaints 
had been raised in regard to Mr. LaSa-
la,” Bleiberg said. “His responsibilities 
did not involve any interaction with 
minors.”
    Senior IT major Christopher Chu, an 
employee at the IT department, knew 
of LaSala but never met him.
    “I was just shocked that someone 
working at the same office I work at 
was involved in distributing child por-
nography,” Chu said.
    On Aug. 23, LaSala informed Montclair 
State that he entered a plea agreement 
related to the criminal charges pending 
against him. The next day, he resigned 
from his position in the IT department.
    As a part of the plea deal, LaSala will 
have to register as a sex offender. His 
MacBook Pro along with his 500 GB hard 
drive used to store and share the videos 
were also confiscated. 
    Joseph Rotella, LaSala’s defense attor-
ney, did not have a definitive comment on 
the matter.
    “Because this matter is still ongoing and 
my client has not yet been sentenced, I can 
not comment on the matter,” Rotella said.
“I was just shocked that someone work-
ing at the same office I work at was in-
volved in distributing child pornography.” 
- Christopher Chu, senior IT major
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World 
Students’ Day 
Focuses on 
Self-Care for 
College Kids
Beauty Without the Beast 
Cruelty-free beauty soiree returns to the Rathskeller
Genesis Obando
Staff Writer
Victoria Garcia
Contributing Writer
   As midterm season approach-
es, the campus organization 
Justice for Education wanted to 
reward students for simply be-
ing students by holding World 
Students’ Day in the Student 
Center.
   Students got a chance to enter 
in free raffles and win awesome 
prizes in baskets or gift cards. 
Two of the baskets included 
self-care items comprised of 
face masks and tea as well as a 
movie night basket with snacks 
and free movie tickets.
    Junior justice studies major 
Cynthia Franco believed the 
raffle baskets were a great prize 
option.
    “I think it’s a really good idea 
to make baskets because it’s 
mainly what college students 
need,” Franco said. “It’s [also] a 
good thing to get for free.”
    Justice for Education primar-
ily created the event so students 
could learn about their organi-
zation.
    Their mission is to advocate 
for marginalized students in 
education, specifically students 
that have been historically 
mistreated. They also want to 
bring awareness and educate 
students on social justice in the 
education system.
    President of Justice for Edu-
cation Brittany Aponte wanted 
World Students’ Day to give 
students an opportunity to ap-
preciate the privilege of educa-
tion.
    “Our main goal really was to 
just celebrate students because 
it is part of our identity,” Apon-
te said. “We just go to class, 
and we do what we have to 
do and forget that being a stu-
dent is really important. That’s 
something that we can take for 
granted because not everyone 
has the right to education that 
we do here.”
    Justice for Education is only 
in its third semester on campus 
as an organization, making it 
relatively new.
    The raffles successfully 
brought a lot of attention to the 
club. They gave students incen-
tive to follow them on Insta-
gram and Twitter by offering 
two free raffle tickets for doing 
so.
    Freshman psychology major 
Diamond Jordan believed the 
raffle-based marketing strategy 
worked for the organization.
    “I feel like it’s a good tactic,” 
Jordan said. “Students are defi-
nitely more interested and since 
we’re in college, if its free it’s 
for me.”
A colorful diffuser blew aromatic steam into the air at the essential oils table. Students could learn about different oil 
properties and how to make cruelty-free perfumes.
Christina Urban | The Montclarion
Christina Urban | The MontclarionMontclair Animal Activists Marketing Chair Erika Rademaker 
doodled on her hand at the vegan henna station.
    Montclair Animal Activists 
(MAA) hosted their third an-
nual Cruelty-Free Beauty Soiree 
and returned to the Rathskeller 
at Montclair State University on 
Tuesday. New additions to the 
event included a juicing table 
and a henna station.
    Presentation tables and DIY 
booths were set up around the 
student-packed room, with 
more than 140 people visiting 
the soiree. The tables gave any-
one in attendance the opportu-
nity to learn about the mean-
ing of cruelty-free and to create 
their own beauty and health 
products with the help of an in-
structor.
    Cruelty-free means that a 
product does not include any-
thing from an animal, like milk 
and eggs. It also means the 
products were not tested on 
them.
    The process of setting up 
the event was similar to that of 
last year, but MAA President 
Stephanie Russo explained how 
re-ramping the DIY activities 
was the most significant differ-
ence this time around.
    Russo said the soiree usu-
ally receives a lot of attention 
because free samples are pro-
vided.
   “There’s a lot of stuff you 
don’t realize isn’t cruelty-free,” 
Russo said. “Once you start 
going down the rabbit hole of 
what is cruelty-free, it’s amaz-
ing.”
    Pamphlets and information 
guides on how to live a vegan, 
cruelty-free lifestyle were dis-
played throughout the room. 
The juicing table allowed stu-
dents to sample juice recipes 
and learn what health benefits 
each juice provides. Healthy 
snacks were also available at a 
first-come, first-serve basis.
    Although the soiree was pro-
moted before its planned date, 
some students learned of it from 
walking by the Rathskeller the 
day of the event.
    Nutrition major Rafaela Jun-
queira noticed the event taking 
place before walking in. She 
said the event opened up her 
eyes.
    “I’m vegan and this event is 
cruelty-free, so I was really in-
terested to see what was going 
on,” Junqueira said.
“There’s a lot of stuff you don’t realize isn’t
cruelty-free. Once you start going down the 
rabbit hole of what is cruelty-free, it’s amazing.”
 
- Stephanie Russo, Montclair Animal Activists president
PAGE  4  • October 18, 2018 • The Montclarion themontclarion.org
                                                                                        
People mingle outside of the entrance doors before the 11 a.m. service as they wait to be let into the theater.
The Focus of Fashion Entrepreneurs 
Cassidy Lunney
Staff Writer
   When four inspiring females take the stage, 
college women everywhere land another vic-
tory.
     This Monday, Oct. 15, Montclair State Univer-
sity invited business journalist and host Meg 
Fry along with Eleanor Turner, Suuchi Ramesh, 
Fabiola Arias and Susan Hess as panelists for 
this year’s Focus on Fashion Entrepreneurship 
event.
      The event, which was part of the fifth annu-
al Women Entrepreneurship Week Conference, 
was held in the University Hall conference 
room. Attendees raced for free slices of pizza 
and complimentary drinks before the panelists 
sat down to start their open discussion.
     Each panelist is well-known in the fashion 
industry, as all come from different sectors of 
the business.
     Turner is the chief creative officer of Argent, a 
company dedicated to creating women’s work 
apparel. Ramesh holds a strong focus on sus-
tainability and technology as the founder of 
Suuchi Inc. Arias designs evening and cocktail 
wear, and Hess produces golf apparel.
      When asked what made people stand out 
in the fashion industry, the panelists expressed 
the importance of being different.
    “Don’t copy other people,” Turner said.”Do the 
thing that you know and stand out.”
     Being different is how many of the panelists 
got their first start in the fashion industry. One 
in particular was Arias, who struggled in col-
lege to make a name for herself and start her 
own company at the same time.
    When Arias started her company, the United 
States had just entered a recession and many 
professors discouraged her from going for-
ward with her dreams. They even questioned 
her intentions and asked her if she wanted to 
be known as a Hispanic designer in a world 
that was not ready for the immense diversity 
seen in fashion today.
     “I was deaf to what they were saying. I really 
believed in what I wanted to do,” Arias said. “I 
was really stubborn, and I was going to do it 
anyway.”
     Fast forward to today, Arias has had many 
collections sold at the department store Nei-
man Marcus. As well, her private client busi-
ness is growing every day as she learns and 
flourishes with her designs.
    Meanwhile, Ramesh is making strides on the 
manufacturing side of the industry. Her com-
pany, Suuchi Inc., is creating and shipping ap-
parel throughout the United States while also 
making strides in the technological side of the 
business too.
      “Tech is revolutionizing how we live today,” 
Ramesh said. “[So we asked ourselves], ‘How do 
we create a local supply chain that is sustain-
able and socially responsible?’” 
     Ramesh’s team developed a client-facing 
software that provides ease of communication 
and complete transparency.
    Ramesh’s success isn’t just driven by tech-
nology but also diversity. Her office boasts of 
27 different nationalities from all around the 
world. She proudly hires people in their 20s, 
but there are also people in their 60s and 70s 
with the majority being women.
    As for Hess, she learned about what it takes 
to run a successful business the hard way. Her 
business, Golftini, came to exist when she 
could not find an attractive golf skirt to wear 
14 years ago.
    In the beginning, Hess spent hours call-
ing businesses and attending trade shows in 
hopes that somebody would pick up one of 
her designs. Now, Golftini apparel is being sold 
in over 450 shops and resorts worldwide.
     “I wouldn’t be in [this] business if I didn’t 
make a million mistakes,” Hess said. “We all face 
the same challenges when we first start out. We 
need people, we need money, we need time.”
    Students, like fashion studies sophomore 
Tara Byrne, were pleased with all of the advice 
the panelists offered.
    “I was pleasantly surprised,” Bryne said. “I real-
ly like the companies and the panel was really 
relatable.”
   Both students and guests were humbled and 
hungry for their entrepreneurial abilities to 
shine through like the panelists.
     “I think you have to be audacious for what 
you want to go for,” Arias said. “Someone else is 
going to go for it, so why not you?”
Female panel inspires fellow fashionistas
                                                                                        
From left to right: Host Meg Fry sits with Eleanor Turner, Suuchi Ramesh, Fabiola Arias and 
Susan Hess for this year’s Focus on Fashion Entrepreneurship event.
                  Photo courtesy of  Photo courtesy of Keith Muccilli Photography, LLC
                  Photo courtesy of Keith Muccilli Photography, LLC
                  Photo courtesy of Keith Muccilli Photography, LLC         
Female students smile as they listen to the panelists. 
                                                               
During the panel, Fabiola Arias points to a dress that she designed. 
The Slackliner
                                                                                        
Senior sustainability major Nicholas Araya uses his arms to keep his balance on the slackline. 
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Tightrope walker balances more than just classes  
Rebecca Serviss
News Assistant
   On a calm September evening, 
senior sustainability major Nicho-
las Araya ventures out to the quad 
and unpacks his bag. Inside is a 
long trampoline-like band, which 
he secures between two trees. He 
begins to untie his shoes and hops 
onto the band. Taking his time, 
Araya gently balances himself as 
he walks back and forth. 
      This tightrope-like activity is 
called slacklining. For Araya, it has 
grown from a fascination to a hob-
by and a part of his everyday life.
      “[Slacklining] is not just one 
thing,” Araya said. “It’s a combina-
tion of body, mind and spirit be-
cause all three are connected when 
you’re slacklining, and it really is in 
that deep sense.”
Araya’s fascination with slacklining 
began during his freshman year at 
Montclair State University.
      One day, he was walking in the 
quad and spotted a student who 
appeared to be tightrope-walking. 
The student explained what he 
was doing and then allowed   Araya 
to try it out. It was an unforgettable 
experience and only expanded his 
curiosity about slacklines.
      “I hopped on and the next thing 
you know, my legs were wiggling 
and I was panicking, and I’m like, 
‘Oh my god, [slacklining] is harder 
than it seems,’” Araya said.
     After Araya was exposed to slack-
lining for the first time, he started 
his sophomore year by buying his 
own equipment. 
       Since he first started, Araya has 
improved tremendously on his 
skills, fearlessly pacing back and 
forth with little hesitation, even 
trying to slackline in the rain. He 
enjoys the chance to get outside, 
exercise and relax in one activity. 
      “You need to focus on your 
breath, you need to find that con-
nection with your body,” Araya 
said. “It’s a very meditative process. 
It really calms me down.”
       He is also not afraid to invite 
others to try, too. He has given his 
friends a chance to test their own 
balancing skills and teach them the 
tricks of becoming a pro.
       Earlier this semester, he invit-
ed his friend, junior theater studies 
major William Collins, to try out the 
slackline for the first time. Just like 
Araya, Collins admits that it is a lot 
harder than it looks, but he found 
it surprisingly relaxing to do on a 
Wednesday afternoon after a long 
day of classes. 
       Collins met Araya his sophomore 
year at Montclair State through the 
Japan Club. At the time, Collins was 
training to become treasurer of the 
club.
    “I used to see him [slacklining] 
while walking around campus 
sometimes and then he brought 
it to the office,” Collins said. “It was 
just sitting here so we decided to 
go outside and try it.”
      The day that Araya took him 
out to the quad, Collins got on 
the slackline and he could not 
believe his natural ability. He was 
impressed about how far he was 
able to make it on his first try. Col-
lin does not think of slacklining as 
a hobby, but he would not mind 
going out every once in a while 
and trying to successfully make it 
                                                                
                        
Nicholas Araya balances his body as he slacklines in the quad.
Rebecca Serviss | The Montclarion
across the entire way. 
      “I didn’t say I thought I couldn’t 
do it, but I was interested to try 
it out and seeing how far I could 
get,” Collins said. “I’m all for trying 
it again.”
     Araya hopes to one day find a 
slackline long enough to stretch 
across the entire quad and chal-
lenge himself to make it across.   He 
also wishes to take his hobby west 
to Pittsburgh and join a team of 
other slackliners. His dream is to be 
able to try slacklining in between 
two summits.
       He also has his tips for begin-
ners to help them make it across 
the slackline and many of them 
are basic reminders of how peo-
ple should control their bodies. He 
mentioned that people should also 
take their time and focus on their 
breathing, as it is not a race.
Most importantly, Ararya wants 
anyone who tries slacklining to 
have fun. 
      “Don’t be afraid, if you see some-
one slacklining, just go up to them 
and ask if you can try,” Araya said. 
“You’re going to wobble a couple 
times, but it’s all about determina-
tion, persistence and [to] have fun 
with it.”
Rebecca Serviss | The Montclarion
Rebecca Serviss | The Montclarion
                                                               
                         
Nicholas Araya ties both ends of the slackline between 
two trees in the quad. 
                  Photo courtesy of Keith Muccilli Photography, LLC
Senior psychology major Kayla Drozdowski supports using flexible seating in class-
rooms, as it helped her focus better in school when she was a child.
In Ally Glickman’s first grade class, flexible seating is provided to students to help them learn in a comfortable environment. 
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A new initiative for the fundamentals of learning
Flexible Seating
Photo courtesy of  Kayla Drozdowski via Linkedin
Cassidy Lunney
Staff Writer
          Common factors that impact the way 
students pay attention in class include 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD), anxiety, behavioral issues and sen-
sory disorders. However, with the help of 
flexible seating arrangements, students are 
finding their focus again.
Flexible seating is a trend among K-12 
teachers that allows students with a multi-
tude of both physical and invisible disabili-
ties to feel more comfortable while in school 
and to concentrate better.
     Teachers are putting flexible seating into 
effect in their classrooms. Arrangements 
typically consist of yoga balls, stand-up 
desks, comfy couches, beanbag chairs and 
various stools.
     Senior psychology major Kayla      Drozdows-
ki revealed that flexible seating was a part of 
her everyday routine from fourth grade to 
sophomore year of high      school.
     “Every person is unique, so not every 
seating arrangement benefits every single 
student. What works for one person might 
not for another,” Drozdowski said.    “The one 
that worked the best for me had pedals, like 
a bike.”
     As an extremely hyper child, Drozdows-
ki was unable to concentrate in class, of-
ten scratching herself or biting her nails. 
Drozdowski needed to channel her energy 
elsewhere, in a healthier way. Flexible seat-
ing arrangements helped her cope with 
that.
     “Getting my energy out, I was able to do 
the work,” Drozdowski said.
     Ally Glickman, a first grade teacher in New 
York, is adapting the classroom to her stu-
dents rather than having her students adapt 
to the classroom.
     “I was the first teacher at my school to im-
plement flexible seating, and I only started 
teaching at Spruce Street Elementary a year 
ago,” Glickman said. “Since then, many teach-
ers have followed suit.”
Glickman mentions how she noticed a huge 
behavior difference. 
      “First-graders have the attention span of six 
to nine minutes depending on the student,” 
Glickman said. “When they sit on wobbly 
chairs and pillows, it allows more movement 
for the child.”
      Glickman appreciates how flexible seating 
benefits all types of students.
“Although this is especially helpful for stu-
dents with ADD and ADHD, as it is a sensory 
input, it is beneficial for all types of students 
because it increases blood flow and core 
strength depending on the seat,” Glickman 
said.
     Glickman also believes that flexible seating 
and unassigned seats will aid children in gain-
ing a sense of community and responsibility.
     “There is a chance that if flexible seating be-
comes prominent in classrooms, students will 
be motivated to come to class, consequently 
lowering their anxiety about schooling,” Glick-
man said.
      Despite flexible seating being helpful in 
classrooms such as Glickman’s, there is still a 
strong stigma around it only being for chil-
dren with special accommodations rather 
than the mass majority.
     Drozdowski hopes this will change in the 
future and that flexible seating will become 
the norm everywhere, including colleges and 
universities.
     “If accommodations were more [common] 
in classrooms, there would be more empathy 
and diversity,” Drozdowski said.      “You don’t 
have to have special needs to use it. I’ve seen 
people use special seating for sports injuries 
as well.”
     As for the psychology behind learning dis-
abilities in the classroom, one Montclair State 
faculty member weighs in.
     Dr. Sally Grapin, an assistant psychology 
professor, studies Response to Intervention 
(RtI) for students with reading and other 
learning disabilities. Grapin describes RtI as a 
schoolwide model for delivering early in-
tervention services to children.
     In some cases, these services can pre-
vent unnecessary referrals for special ed-
ucation and can allow children to receive 
supplementary supports in general edu-
cation settings.
      “I think special education and general 
education are often artificially separated 
from one another,” Grapin said.    “They ex-
ist in silos. However, we have found that it 
often can take between three and six years 
to implement RtI properly, which some 
might find frustrating.”
     Grapin hopes that people get more on 
board with early intervention and focus 
on providing a continuum of services that 
meet the needs of all students, regardless 
of their ability or disability status.
     However, Grapin believes that the integ-
rity of service delivery relies on a number 
of factors.
     “Professional development is a huge 
part of [RtI],” Grapin said. “For an interven-
tion to be successful, schools need to have 
buy-in from teachers and others.”
      Grapin continues to express what fac-
tors are needed in order to provide a better 
service.
     “Interventionists also need to understand 
the rationale and logic behind those inter-
ventions so that they can adapt, tweak and 
translate them in new settings,” Grapin said.
      Flexible seating is a tactic that could be 
implemented but is not necessarily a top 
priority. The main focus is to educational-
ly reform classrooms the right way, even if 
that means going through the entire pro-
cess slowly.
    “It requires a lot of capacity building, 
which essentially involves building the abil-
ity of schools to be able to adapt to new 
challenges,” Grapin said.
                  Photo courtesy of Ally Glickman
   themontclarion.org The Montclarion • October 18, 2018 • PAGE 7
 
 
 
Study Away in the USA! 
National Student Exchange Spring 2019 Application Deadline: November 1st Fall 2019 Application Deadline: February 1st 
 
 
 
Information Session 
Wednesday, October 24th at 3:30pm 
Schmitt Hall Room 110  Learn about study away opportunities for a semester or academic year at another college or university in the U.S and Canada! 
 
 
Open to all majors 
 
 
                    
         
 
Office of International Engagement 
Student Center Annex, Room 207 
montclair.edu/study-abroad 
studyabroad@montclair.edu 
 
 
 
  
Montclarion
The
SPORTS
WANT 
TO BE A 
SPORTS 
WRITER?
Cover all the touchdowns, 
goals, and everything in between.
Contact MontclarionSports@gmail.com 
for more information.
Help Wanted Help Wanted
JOBS AND CLASSIFIEDS
DRIVER/HOME HELP NEEDED FOR 
UPPER MONTCLAIR FAMILY
Seeking a responsible, reliable person 
for childcare/home help on Tuesdays 
from (approx.) 4pm until 9pm.  Respon-
sibilities include driving to/from child’s 
sports practice, grocery shopping/er-
rands, and help with laundry.  Must have 
reliable car and good driving record, and 
strong references.  Nonsmoking home. 
Contact: judigermano@gmail.com
$15/Part-time nanny/babysitter needed, 
Rutherford
Rutherford family looking for a part-time 
help for 2-3 days a week from about 
2PM to 5:30 PM to do school pick ups 
and watch 2 boys, ages 3 and 6 years 
old. Help with homework, provide 
snacks, maybe go to the park, and play 
with them! Please be responsible, caring, 
fun and able to handle two very active 
little boys. Must have some experience 
with kids, license, clean driving record 
and references. Don’t necessarily need 
to use your own car to drive, we have 
one available. All driving will be local. 
Must definitely be available Monday and 
Friday afternoons, and possibly Tuesday 
or Wednesday afternoons. Will pay more 
for the right person. Thank you! Please 
email marisa3m@yahoo.com.
Part-time sitter needed for 3 yr old in 
Glenridge / Bloomfield 
Looking for loving, interactive sitter for 
our 3 year old boy. The days are very 
flexible, we need coverage 2 afternoons 
each week, either Monday and Tuesday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, or Monday 
and Wednesday depending on the right 
candidates schedule. Pickup time is 
11:15am until 5pm. 
Duties include pickup in Glen Ridge 
from preschool and drive home for lunch 
and a hopeful nap. Our home is 1.3 miles 
from his school. After nap you can walk 
to the library, bake or do an art project, or 
walk to the park. No additional driving 
needed and no laundry or dinner prep 
unless you’d like to, tidying of toys and 
kids dishes expected. *Must have prior 
experience with toddlers. Look forward 
to meeting you! Please email us with an 
intro and work experience to 
sarahelizabethdecor@gmail.com 
Family of six year-old boy with autism 
seek part-time help 
Family of six year-old boy with autism 
seek part-time help beginning late Octo-
ber in our Short Hills home 10-15 hours 
per week. Our son is highly verbal and 
active and needs a companion to talk 
and play with him at home and in the 
community. Hours typically 4pm-6 or 
6:30pm Mon-Fri and possibly few hours 
on weekend.  Summer hours available 
but not required. Pay dependent on 
experience. We’d love to receive queries 
from students in education and special 
education.
Please contact Naheed via email at 
naheed.abbasi@gmail.com
Looking for a nanny for boy and girl 
(ages 6 and 4)
Responsibilities include picking up at 
school , transporting to and from after 
school activities in Montclair when 
needed, helping with homework, prepar-
ing dinner & baths. More hours available 
if desired on an as needed basis. Regular 
hours are 3:15-7:00 Monday through 
Friday, 3 days weekly minimum. Prior 
experience with children is essential, use 
of own reliable vehicle required. If inter-
ested, please email: pkfaber@gmail.com
$80/ Korean Language Tutor, Upper 
Montclair
Seeking tutor mostly for conversational 
practice in Korean for our 14-year-old 
daughter; some attention as well to 
improving her reading & writing skills. 
Our daughter studied immersive 
Korean, last summer, and would like to 
maintain & further develop her facility in 
the language. If interested, please email: 
davidamarel@yahoo.com.
Classifieds
Help Wanted Help Wanted / Other
Evening babysitter for 2 kids in Mont-
clair / Mon-Thu
We are seeking a babysitter to come to 
our house at 5:45 p.m. (Monday through 
Thursday) to relieve our nanny and 
stay until about 7 p.m. when we get 
home from work. You would just play 
with our 3-year-old and 1-year-old and 
get them in their pajamas and possibly 
clean up some of their toys. Must be 
extremely reliable, ALWAYS arrive on 
time, be trustworthy, be a stickler for 
safety, and love to play with two playful 
kids! Must have own transportation. 
Our ideal match will also have some 
flexibility to stay later than 7 p.m. and 
put the children to bed once in a while 
(of course, we would compensate for 
extra time worked). This could also 
turn into additional babysitting jobs for 
us if desired. Will pay $15-20 an hour 
depending on experience. Please let us 
know why you might be a good fit for 
our family:  carlarosekarp@gmail.com. 
Thank you!
$15/hr - Sitter Needed
We are looking for an honest and 
trustworthy sitter with  a clean driving 
record to assist us with our two teens 
(ages 13 and 15) starting after Labor 
Day. Responsibilities include shut-
tling to and from after school activities 
(mostly local to Montclair), participating 
in soccer carpools, preparing dinner & 
laundry.  Regular hours are 2:00 - 7:00 
Monday through Friday.  Hourly rate is 
negotiable if willing and able to prepare 
healthy meals.  Use of own reliable 
vehicle is preferred. If interested, please 
email: patricedial@hotmail.com.
Part-time babysitter
Seeking a part-time babysitter for lov-
ing, local Glen Ridge family with two 
children, ages 3 and 8. Must drive and 
have clean driving record. Hours are 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 2:30pm - 6:30pm. Some later 
weekday evenings needed on occa-
sion. Duties include picking up the kids 
from school, escorting them to various 
activities, preparing a simple dinner. 
Excellent references and prior babysit-
ting work required. Wage is $17/hour. 
Please contact 
Laurie Davis at 646-761-9055 if inter-
ested.
Maplewood family seeking college/
graduate student for after-school sitter 
This is a job for the school year work-
ing with our two kids (ages 10 and 12).  
Monday – Friday 3 pm – 7 pm. A great 
job for a student specializing in social 
work, education, or special education. 
Our kids have ADHD/dyslexia, so it’s 
a great opportunity to gain on-the-job 
training working with kids with learn-
ing differences!  We prefer to have one 
sitter work all 5 days, but are willing 
to split the week between two sitters if 
necessary. We have a bit of flexibility 
on start/end times. Offering $15-18/
hour, depending on experience. We are 
a kind and fun-loving family looking 
for someone who has prior experience 
working with kids and is able to ac-
tively help with homework/studying, is 
dependable, prompt, proactive, patient 
and flexible with a positive attitude and 
good sense of humor, enjoys actively 
engaging with kids, has a clean driving 
record and own transportation so they 
can pick up kids from school and do 
minimal driving to sports/activities, 
able to prepare a simple kids’ dinner, 
is comfortable with dogs (we have a 
loving and gentle 13-year-old dog) and 
experience tutoring or working with 
kids with ADHD a plus.
If interested, please email 
ekgarbarino@gmail.com and tell us 
why you’re a good fit for the job. We’re 
excited to hear from you!
Experienced part-time sitter with car 
needed: 
We are looking for an experienced part-
time sitter for our 4 year old daughter, 
every Wednesday and Thursday from 
1pm-7:30 p.m. (additional hours may 
be available). This position would start 
immediately and continue through fall 
and spring semesters. Must have license 
and clean driving record with own safe, 
reliable car to pick her up from preschool 
in Montclair and drive her 10 minutes to 
our home in West Orange. This position 
pays $15 per hour + money for gas and 
reimbursement for any activities. Our 
daughter is very verbal, energetic, sweet 
and silly. She likes being outdoors, play-
ing games, loves cooking, arts and crafts, 
reading, science and music. Tidying up 
after her would be very appreciated and 
basic food prep would be necessary. 
Must like cats, our two are part of our 
family.
Required: Reliable, punctual, attentive, 
caring, compassionate, kind, nurturing, 
energetic, fun and creative, clean driving 
record and own car, background check, 
references
Contact Laura at 
Lauramapplegate@gmail.com with your 
full name, a little about yourself, and a 
resume or a description of your experi-
ence to apply. 
$20/hour–seek child care–
Bloomfield:
Morning child care required from ap-
proximately 7 to 9 each day–the indi-
vidual , who must have a license, would 
come to the home of my 8 year old 
grandson, help get him ready to leave 
for school, give him breakfast and drive 
him to school in Nutley–he has to be at 
school between 815 and 830.  Although 5 
days per week is preferable, if all 5 days 
are not available a flexible arrangement 
can be discussed. Responses can be sent 
to lmcarlinlaw@msn.com and/or by 
telephone at 212–622–7180.
Mom helper needed for after school 
pickup:
Helper needed to pick up our 8 yo girl 
and 3 yr old boy from local preschool 
1 mile apart 2-3 days per week. Days 
needed for september are monday to Fri-
day. Pick up times are between 3-3:30p. 
You will serve snacks and help with 
homework for approximately 2-3 hours. 
Sitter needed  for full day September 10th 
and possibly 19th.  For immediate hire, 
Please contact 
mbelay@npassociate.com so we can 
discuss further by phone. Clean driving 
record and non smoking are required.
After school care needed- 8 hours a 
week:
We are looking for someone to pick up 
our 7th grader at school in Cedar Grove 
and help oversee homework in our home 
three days a week (T, W, TH. 2:30-5pm).  
Opportunities for additional hours avail-
able  but not required.  Reliable, fun and 
strong math skills preferred.  Must have 
own transportation and clean driving 
record.  $2o/hr.   Please email Diane at 
ldfranzese@verion.net. 
$20 / HR, P/T babysitter, Montclair:
Montclair family is seeking a babysitter 
who is able to watch our 2 elementary 
school-aged children on a part time basis 
throughout the school year.   Looking for 
someone on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 3:00 to 6:30 pm (3.5 hours 
per day).  Main responsibilities will be to 
pick up our kids from school, help with 
homework, engage with kids and drive 
to after school activities.  $20 per hour.  
Must be non-smoker, fully licensed to 
drive, and previous childcare experience 
would be great.  For more information or 
questions, and to apply Email: 
wmtribegrad2002@gmail.com
Before and after-school care starting in 
September:
Looking for reliable before and after-
school babysitter to drop off an Elemen-
tary and a Middle School child from a 
nice family to school in Montclair (7am 
– 9 am) and pick up from school and 
child care (2 pm – 6 pm) Must have own 
transportation, clean driving record and 
great references. Able to play with 10 
year old special needs child to develop 
language and social skills, prepare snacks 
for children, dinner prep. Occasional 
additional hours available, if desired, for 
work evening events. If available to start 
last week of August that would be great. 
Can be two separate jobs if only able to 
do one of the shifts. If interested, please 
email Marcela at: 
marcelamoncloa@gmail.com
Babysitter/team player needed in Ve-
rona / $15-$20/hour: 
Babysitter/team player needed Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Fridays, from 2:45-
7:00 pm for 11 year old boy/girl twins.
Responsibilities include but are not lim-
ited to: School pick up, homework, driv-
ing to and from sports and activities 
(reliable vehicle required), running 
errands, and light meal prep.
If you are interested please email: 
Brooke at 
brookemsorger@yahoo.com
$11/hour - servers:
Westmount Country Club in Wood-
land Park, NJ  is seeking food and 
beverage servers to work part time 
weekends.  No  banquet experi-
ence necessary, will train.  Salary is 
$11.00+ per hour to start.   
Email karen@westmountcc.com to 
schedule an interview.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR STRUG-
GLING? HEALING, HOPE AND 
HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 
(TALK) at any time to speak to a 
counselor and get support.  You can 
also connect to the Crisis Text Line by 
texting “Hello” to 741-741 to be con-
nected to a counselor.  All services 
are free, confidential and available 
24/ 7 for anyone in crisis.
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LIKE
TO WRITE?
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CONTACT
MONTCLARIONCHIEF
@GMAIL.COM
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION
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THE WORLD
WITHOUT
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Montclair State’s LGBTQ Community 
Comes Out on Top
Campus 
VoiCes:
Do you believe 
the LGBTQ 
Center is 
providing 
enough out-
reach to the 
Montclair State 
community?
By Corinne Appel
“I did not know there was 
a [LGBTQ] center, so I am 
going to say no. I think they 
should advertise more that 
there is a center for people in 
that LGBTQ+ family so they 
can go there and feel safe.”
- Angie Appouh
Undeclared
Freshman
“I don’t know too much about 
the LGBTQ+ center on cam-
pus. I know on Coming Out 
Day a few days ago they had 
a lot going on for the commu-
nity. They had a drag showing 
going on in the ballrooms, and 
they just have resources and 
different ways for people who 
are in LGBTQ+ family to not 
feel left out like they usually 
do on a day to day basis.”
- Salomon Jolimere
Exercise Science
Sophomore
 s the festivities come to 
an end for Coming Out Week 
2018, a conversation begins 
here at Montclair State Univer-
sity. Most students that attend 
Montclair State are aware of 
the university’s long-standing 
efforts to make everyone feel 
welcome on campus.
     With new conversations be-
ing opened with events, such 
as Coming Out Week, this al-
lows for students to become 
more involved within the com-
munities of the university and 
realize if the university is really 
supporting the communities 
they are saying they are.
     According to Montclair 
State’s LGBTQ Center’s mis-
sion statement posted online, 
the main goal for the center is 
to create an inclusive environ-
ment that also supports stu-
dents on campus no matter 
their sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression.
     When applying to universi-
ties, students and parents have 
a checklist as to what the stu-
dent wants from a certain uni-
versity, and after months of re-
search, the incoming freshmen 
declare their fate. For students 
and parents, picking a univer-
sity that provides a safe space 
and an open community means 
much more than checking if 
dining halls on campus carry 
your favorite entree. Mont-
clair State was rated as one of 
the top 25 LGBTQ-friendly 
campuses in 2017 by Campus 
Pride, which leads students to 
pick Montclair State over other 
universities.
     With high ratings of being an 
LGBTQ-friendly campus come 
better resources for those that 
are part the community. As of 
2010, the university had includ-
ed gender inclusive housing 
on campus within Stonewall 
Suites, which are located in 
Dinallo Heights. The housing 
option on campus was specifi-
cally made for the LGBTQ+ liv-
ing community.
     As stated by Montclair State, 
the suites were made to con-
nect students of the commu-
nity in order to support and 
educate themselves. By giving 
students the opportunity to not 
only live there but also inform 
themselves is a huge accom-
plishment by the university.
     University President Susan 
Cole even declared a Day of 
Unity in 2012, which occurs ev-
ery Feb. 7 in the Student Center 
Quad. The day was not just cre-
ated to celebrate the achieve-
ments within the group but to 
also condemn the hateful ac-
tions that occurred on Jan. 26, 
Jan. 27 and Jan. 30 in 2012. On 
those days, the LGBTQ Center 
was attacked more than once 
when someone had written a 
slur in the center, sent a death 
threat and more slurs were 
written in a women’s bath-
room.
     By positively retaliating, 
Cole put her foot down and 
showed that hate does not 
win. With organizations such 
as Student Government As-
sociation (SGA), Sexuality, 
Pride, Education, Community, 
Truth, Respect, Unity at Mont-
clair State (SPECTRUMS), the 
Greek community, the NAACP 
and several women’s groups in 
conjunction with the LGBTQ 
Center participating in the day, 
this shows real unity with the 
entirety of the campus getting 
involved to show the commu-
nity that they are to be celebrat-
ed and wanted.
     Not only does the university 
care for the students within the 
LGBTQ+ community but also 
the employees. By providing 
a LGBTQ Employee Resource 
Group, Montclair State solidi-
A fies their stance on supporting 
the group. The university also 
provides safe spaces to em-
ployees with a program called 
the LGBTQ Safe Space Pro-
gram. The program gives those 
part of the community a safe 
place to seek assistance. Cor-
responding offices are marked 
with a green circle decal that 
has two triangles drawn on the 
inside. These types of groups 
create a sense of belonging for 
employees and lets them know 
that they are wanted and cared 
for.
     With everlasting support 
by Montclair State, the LGBTQ 
Center provides multiple re-
sources to help students and 
employees on campus to ex-
press who they really are, and 
that is something beautiful that 
keeps on flying here. 
“Yes I believe they are doing 
a great job implementing the 
necessary resources to help 
students in their endeavors. 
They make them feel very com-
fortable. If you are a resident, 
the RAs make sure to repre-
sent [the] LGBTQ community 
with bulletin boards and flyers 
to make people more aware. I 
feel they do a really good job.”
- Nasei Duah
Business Marketing
Junior 
“I do not know anyone that’s 
used the services. I’m not part 
of the LGBTQ community so I 
don’t personally know. I’m in 
the public health graduate pro-
gram now so I’ve heard good 
things from other people. It’s a 
nice place to go if you do need 
resources. It’s a nice option for 
people to go somewhere when 
they need that community 
feeling.”
- Natalie Strucinski
Public Health
Graduate
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The Oscar Potential of 
‘Black Panther’ 
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Wanted: Bagels at Montclair State
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The Oversimplifications 
of the Superhero Movie Genre
hen it comes 
to the film industry, 
it would be foolish 
to deny the prolif-
eration and success 
of comic book-based 
properties. It is not 
necessarily surprising 
that iconic characters 
like Superman, Bat-
man and Spider-Man 
broke onto the scene so spectacularly, but 
few would have predicted the expeditious 
rise to prominence that has befallen the 
likes of Iron Man or the Guardians of the 
Galaxy.
     Imagine if 10 years ago someone told 
you that director Zack Snyder’s “Justice 
League” would make less money at the 
box office than unknown filmmaker and 
director James Gunn’s “Guardians of the 
Galaxy.” You probably would have insist-
ed that person was high on sedatives.
     But with this explosion of popularity in 
comic book adaptations, there are some 
that have proclaimed this trend has over-
saturated the industry with completely 
identical and unimaginative films. The su-
perhero movie genre has become a prime 
target for snobbish writers and movie buffs 
to pontificate over and, as a result, has 
yielded one of the greatest oversimplifica-
tions in entertainment analysis that cur-
rently exists.
     Back in 2015, Steven Spielberg — quite 
possibly the greatest filmmaker of all-time 
— predicted that “there will be a time 
when the superhero movie goes the way of 
the Western.” Spielberg’s remark provides 
perhaps the best summation for the issue 
at hand; he suggests that every superhero 
movie has the same themes or even sim-
ply share the same visual aesthetic.
     Sure, on a surface level there are obvi-
ous facts of these characters having un-
common or super-human abilities that 
provide an innate similarity, but that’s the 
case for all movies,
     Should we group “John Wick,” which 
follows a character with the skills to kill 
literally hundreds of people without tak-
ing even one fatal hit, into the genre as 
well? Or is it because they are based off 
of comic books? In that case, why not 
just place the “Harry Potter” films into a 
book-movies genre.
     If you were to walk out of seeing, say, 
“Spider-Man: Homecoming” followed 
by a viewing of “Logan,” would you re-
ally want to begin your critique by assort-
ing them into the superhero movie genre? 
The former tells the story of, essentially, 
an adolescent teenage boy trying to prove 
himself and impress the cute girl he likes, 
while the latter is a poignant commentary 
on growing old, believing in the potential 
of the next generation, and even a touch 
of immigration.
     Those don’t sound like films that de-
serve to be compared at the same level or 
category just because they feature char-
acters with extraordinary abilities. Doing 
so is nonsensical and completely coun-
terproductive. It would be like categoriz-
ing “Back to the Future” and  “Edge of 
Tomorrow” as simply being time-travel 
movies.
     There are too many diverse stories and 
characters from the comic book sphere. 
Just because they lend themselves to being 
blockbuster affairs does not make them 
any less viable as artistic products.
     The X-Men serve as an allegory to dis-
crimination and the fear of what we do 
not understand, while Doctor Strange em-
phasizes how little we truly understand 
about the universe and the connections 
we all share. “Thor: Ragnarok” has a dis-
turbing underbelly of exposition hidden 
by its comedic approach and resplendent 
visuals, while “Black Panther” is a dra-
matic, character-driven story with highly 
political points of reverse-colonialism and 
isolationism.
     The superhero movie label feels like 
something crafted to hold against any-
thing based on comic book characters and 
in effect has become an almost deroga-
tory term that insists moviegoers should 
not take them seriously. Those people are 
wrong, and instead we should celebrate 
that just because something has fantasy 
elements does not make it incapable of 
providing beautiful and intricate messag-
es that some classic, award-winning films 
have been praised for.
JAVIER REYES
ASSISTANT  
ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR
W
Wanted: Bagels at Montclair State
s every New 
Jerseyan prepares 
for their early morn-
ing commute, there 
is one question that 
pops into every-
one’s head. “What 
am I going to eat for 
breakfast?” Whether 
you are from New 
Jersey or not, you learn that the bagel 
is a staple to our breakfast here in the 
Garden State. This leads me to wonder 
why Montclair State University does not 
have a bagel place that carries Jersey’s 
famous bagels?
     As someone who was born and raised 
in New Jersey, you start to learn what 
the staple foods are and which part of 
Jersey is known for which food. Of 
course there is the ever-famous debate 
of Pork Roll or Taylor Ham and which 
pizza place is the best in Northern Jer-
sey. But the one type of food that we 
do not have an authentic version of on 
campus (ever since the loss of Einstein 
Bros. Bagels due to the construction of 
College Hall) that really triggers me is 
that we do not have quality bagels.
     Being a commuter that regretfully 
registered for 8:30 a.m. classes, I strug-
gle to find time to even get up and find 
something to eat that does not make me 
gag or throw up. On some days it be-
comes harder to eat a full-balanced meal 
in the morning, which makes it difficult 
to lay out my options on what to eat. 
Knowing that I have to drive a car on 
campus forces me to eat something 
in order to function.
     When deciding on what to buy for 
breakfast on campus, it also becomes 
a stretch because there are only a few 
places I can decide from that carry 
breakfast foods. I can either go to 
Dunkin’ Donuts, Au Bon Pain or the 
dining halls on campus. These places 
are either corporate companies or 
the same food you receive every day 
here at the university.
     When eating a bagel from a cor-
poration such as Dunkin’ Donuts, 
Au Bon Pain or even Starbucks, you 
do not get the same quality of bagel. 
The bagel that comes from corporate 
businesses tends to be firm, stiff and 
most likely have the same consisten-
cy as plastic or cardboard.
     On the other hand, when you bite 
into a Jersey fresh bagel that was pre-
pared at 4 a.m., now that is a differ-
ent story. The bagel’s texture tends 
to be soft, mouthwatering and light 
all at the same time. You can actually 
see and taste the salt on the every-
thing bagel, and it actually tastes like 
real food.
     When walking up the steep steps 
of Car Parc, every student notices the 
food trucks that sit near Red Hawk 
Diner, which are named the Shaw-
rma Spot and Red Hawk Express. 
SUNAH CHOUDHRY
OPINION EDITOR
A
Sunah Choudhry, a journalism major, is in her first 
year as the opinion editor for The Montclarion. 
As days pass, I notice that not many 
people visit the food trucks that sup-
ply Mediterranean food or carnival 
foods, such as funnel cake or fries 
in brown paper bags. Instead of not 
gaining any revenue from the food 
trucks, why not still keep the truck 
and transform it into a Jersey bagel 
truck?
     Montclair State students would 
receive quality bagels along with the 
extra layer of convenience of them 
being on campus. The university 
could also profit from the new busi-
ness venture.
     There could be the possibility of 
a partnership between a local bagel 
shop in the town of Montclair where 
the university could connect more 
with local businesses in town. This 
could make students explore down-
town Montclair, which the town 
could profit from as well. As Mont-
clair State is the second largest New 
Jersey state college, they could ben-
efit both financially and receive great 
student reactions by adding a proper 
bagel business.
     With endless positive opportuni-
ties for the start of an authentic New 
Jersey bagel truck, why not start 
now?
Thumbs Up
Lady Gaga con-
firms engagement 
to Christian Carino
Gov. Phil Murphy’s 
senior staffer 
accused of 
sexual assault
Thumbs 
Down
Javier Reyes, a journalism major, is in his first 
year as  assistant entertainment editor for The 
Montclarion. 
Hurricane Michael 
death toll rises to 29
Megan Markle and 
Prince Harry 
announce pregnancy
Canada plans to 
pardon those with 
minor marijuana 
convictions
Does comedy stand a chance?
President Donald 
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Listening Through a Kaleidoscope
     Alexander Kasser Theater 
was put under the influence of 
music from the moment the first 
note was played. The reflec-
tion of each performer created 
a beautiful creation of endless 
patterns through their talent.
     Kaleidoscope is Montclair 
State University’s John J. Cali 
School of Music’s annual show-
case concert that featured all 
major ensembles and selected 
solo/chamber performances. It 
was held on Friday, Oct. 12 at 
7:30 p.m. and Saturday, Oct. 13 
at 8 p.m.
     Director Robert Cart of John 
J. Cali School of Music opened 
up the showcase by welcoming 
guests and explaining the reason 
behind Kaleidoscope.
     “For more than a decade and 
a half, the School of Music has 
been presenting Kaleidoscope 
as a way of energizing our 
students, faculty and staff in 
preparation for our academic 
year,” Cart said.
     Every performance contained 
different instruments, vocalists 
and directors. The conductors 
were also a big part of the 
show by not only leading the 
symphony but allowing the 
audience to see their enthusiasm 
and passion with their tasteful 
movements.
     Some performances would 
capture the audience by mak-
ing them want to dance in their 
seats while others would leave 
the audience feeling emotional. 
Other individuals sang classics 
in different languages that some 
would not understand. Despite 
not understanding the perform-
ers who sang in different lan-
guages, their body movements 
and facial expressions transmit-
ted the emotions they wanted to 
portray.
     Nicole Jodoin, a second-year 
graduate student in vocal 
performance, was one of the 
soprano vocalists who sang 
“Klange der Heimat.” While the 
audience may not have under-
stood the words, she carried the 
audience with her expressive, 
flirtatious wit.
     “You always have to think about 
technique, but you’re trying to 
enjoy yourself and kind of play off 
with the audience,” Jodoin said.
     Many of the performers, such 
as Jodoin, knew exactly how to 
own the stage. However, the per-
formances were not only on the 
center of the stage but also on the 
sides of the theater.
     William Bias, a freshman jazz 
performance major who was there 
supporting his friends, appreciat-
ed the placement of each perfor-
mance and thought it was a great 
strategy.
     “It keeps things moving and 
keeps your eyes away from the 
people setting up for the next 
performance,” Bias said.
     Those who came to support 
their friends and family also found 
pleasure in the students perform-
ing, including Brenda Jodoin.
     Brenda Jodoin, supporting her 
daughter Nicole Jodoin for her 
final Kaleidoscope performance, 
not only enjoys watching her 
daughter perform but the rest of 
the students putting their passion 
into their music.
     “I love seeing my daughter, 
but I actually think every year 
something is wonderful [about] 
seeing each kid perform their best 
and trying their hardest,” Brenda 
Jodoin said. “If you watch football 
or anything else at the college 
level, these students want to be 
the best they can be for the rest of 
their lives.”
     Brenda Jodoin believes in ev-
ery performer’s ability no matter 
what the instrument or song 
they are performing.
     “Whether I’m watching a 
bassoonist, a horn player [or] 
a vocalist, it doesn’t matter be-
cause all these kids, right now, 
are trying to perform their best 
so that’s what I take away from 
it,” Brenda Jodoin said.
     Montclair State students who 
are bored on a weekend and are 
worried about spending money 
should attend an Alexander 
Kasser Theater event to support 
the arts. It is free for undergrad-
uates and all other guests only 
need to pay $15.
Conductor Heather J. Buchanan guides MSU Singers, cello player Steven Chen and piano player 
Steven W. Ryan in the song “Invictus.”
Photo courtesy of Rodney Leinberger
Fiorella Medina
Chief Copy Editor
Nicole Jodoin rehearsed “Klange der Heimat” with Steven W. Ryan on the piano.
Photo courtesy of Rodney LeinbergerPhoto courtesy of Rodney Leinberger
MSU Clarinet Choir rehearses “Havana Moon from Caribbean Suite.”
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Susan Skoog and Tony Gilroy reflecting over “Rogue One: A Star Wars Story” along with 
Gilroy’s various other bodies of work.Tony Gilroy discussed the ins and outs of screenwriting with Montclair State Students. 
     The Film Institute at Montclair 
State was thrilled to host Academy 
Award-nominated writer and director 
Tony Gilroy on Monday night, Oct.15. 
The School of Communication and 
Media Presentation Hall was packed 
with Montclair State students antici-
pating the discussion between Gilroy 
and Susan Skoog, the head of The Film 
Institute at Montclair State.
     “Tony Gilroy is my idol,” Susan 
Skoog admitted when discussing the 
impact of the event. “I’m so thrilled to 
have him at [Montclair State] and mod-
erate the discussion. The turnout was 
amazing, and it’s great that the word 
got out and how the event completely 
sold out.”
     Some of the biggest takeaways of 
the event were Gilroy discussing his 
creative process and his experience with 
the “Bourne” franchise and rewriting 
“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story.”
     The biggest reaction from the crowd 
came from Gilroy explaining the ev-
eryday objects that are forbidden in the 
“Star Wars” franchise.
     “I was going to include the first 
bathroom scene in ‘Star Wars,’” Gilroy 
said. “It would have been the first time 
a mirror was in the franchise. But it was 
cut right before filming as executives 
came running to me yelling, ‘There are 
no mirrors in ‘Star Wars.’”
     Gilroy continued talking about the 
various other objects that are forbidden 
from being in “Star Wars” movies, along 
with explaining the production issues 
“Rogue One” was experiencing when he 
was brought in.
     “[The film was missing] purity of 
need, purity of character and the driving 
force for the characters,” Gilroy said. 
     Audiences filed out in awe with the 
wisdom Gilroy shared with the crowd. 
Plenty of Montclair State students came 
out inspired to follow Gilroy’s advice.
     “I got a better look at what it really 
means to be a screenwriter and what 
it means to get out of here and further 
your creative exploration,” said sopho-
more filmmaking major Jerry Harney.
     Harney also shared what he consid-
ered to be his favorite moment in the 
discussion.
     “The highlight moment of the discus-
sion was hearing someone so successful 
talk about their films in such a casual 
way,” Harney said.
     Senior television and digital media 
major Victoria Ballinger was surprised 
to see the Academy Award nominee act 
very human and down-to-earth.
     “I really liked how real he was,” Ball-
inger said. “He didn’t just give us fluffy 
answers. He was just himself and that 
really got to a lot of students especially 
and that’s what a lot of people need 
to hear. They need to hear the real-life 
scenarios rather than hearing a fantasy 
of the real world.”
     Filmmaking major Jessica Vega came 
out of the event enjoying Gilroy’s dis-
cussion on doubt and hesitations when 
writing.
     “Everyone struggles while screen-
writing,” Vega said. “No small part is 
invaluable. I really like how he talked 
about how the smallest parts are the 
hardest to write and yet the biggest, 
most action-packed scenes were the 
easiest.”
     Vega’s favorite point in the discus-
sion was when Gilroy emphasized his 
passion as a writer. 
     “[I liked] when he said he doesn’t 
focus on structure,” Vega said. “I know 
that in film school there’s always a tech-
nical structure, but when he emphasized 
the need to write, I can really relate to 
that.”
     The Film Institute at Montclair State 
was very pleased with the turnout and 
the discussion with Gilroy. They are 
prepared for their upcoming events 
as well, such as the next Friday Night 
Frights event on Oct. 26 and the Sidney 
Lumet event on Oct. 28 at 2 p.m.
     When asked about the upcoming 
events, Skoog expressed that she is 
eagerly anticipating them.
     “I really want to push students to 
come,” Skoog said. “Even Tony Gilroy 
praised Lumet’s ‘The Verdict’ as the 
perfect film; so listen to him!”
Tony Gilroy Inspires Montclair with ‘Bourne,’ 
‘Star Wars’ and his Advice for Future Writers
Collin De Lade | The MontclarionModerator Susan Skoog (left) led the discussion with multiple 
Academy Awards-nominated writer and director, Tony Gilroy (right).
Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
Collin De Lade | The Montclarion
Collin De Lade | The Montclarion
“He didn’t just give us fluffy answers. He was just himself 
and that really got to a lot of students especially and that’s 
what a lot of people need to hear. They need to hear the 
real-life scenarios rather than hearing a fantasy of the real 
world.”
 - Victoria Ballinger, television and digital media senior
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Sankofa Goes ‘Back to
 the Roots’ of NASO
     Vibrant African fashion and upbeat, 
modern African music brought Sanko-
fa to life. Meaning to go “back to the 
roots,” Sankofa embodied the liveliness 
of African culture and gave students the 
chance to learn more about the diversity 
of Montclair State University students.
     Put on by the Native African Student 
Organization (NASO), Sankofa was an 
event aimed at all students to experience 
African culture and learn more about 
African students’ roots. The event was 
held in the Student Center Ballrooms on 
Sunday night, Oct. 14. 
     Tosin Ajayi, NASO president and 
senior biochemistry major, explained that 
hosting Sankofa allows new students to 
experience NASO and African culture.
     “The reason why we’re hosting Sanko-
fa is just to give the incoming freshmen 
and the incoming class a taste of what 
NASO is about, which is to bring in that 
African diversity from different coun-
tries,” Ajayi said. “[It’s] to give the gener-
al body their home away from home.”
     Ajayi and the rest of the NASO 
e-board started off their event by doing a 
special prayer together that asked for the 
event’s success.
     “We were praying for the success of 
the event because we can’t just put it 
all on ourselves and give ourselves the 
credit,” Ajayi said. “We have to give the 
credit to God.“
     Each e-board member was introduced 
to the crowd, dancing in with their own 
special sequence. NASO Historian Drew 
Tay opened the event by explaining the 
meaning behind Sankofa.
     “When it comes to the definition, [it’s] 
basically to go back and change for the 
future,” Tay said. “People think, ‘It’s 
just going back, doing the old stuff,’ but 
Sankofa is basically to go back to the 
roots, actually know the essence of what 
it means to be African. The culture, the 
music, everything about it. That’s really 
what NASO is all about.”
     Former NASO members Gabriella 
Brifu and Charles Simonson hosted the 
event with spontaneous dancing and 
many jokes. Dance, best dressed and best 
pickup line contests were conducted, and 
special performances by rappers Thar-
ghet and Chike as well as dancer J Moves 
were also featured in the event’s lineup.
     Jasmine Metellus, NASO member 
and sophomore business administration 
major with a concentration in marketing, 
partook in the best dressed contest with a 
colorful patterned long skirt and match-
ing scarf to drape over her shoulder. 
Though she is Haitian, Metellus said that 
she wanted to wear an African garment 
for the event.
     “We’re going back to our roots, and 
we’re still all from Africa,” Metellus said. 
“Just because you’re not black doesn’t 
mean you still can’t come. It gives you 
a chance to learn about other people’s 
cultures.”
     Students were treated to authentic Af-
rican cuisine such as jollof, a popular rice 
in Ghana and Nigeria. Haitian chicken 
and beef patties as well as other dishes, 
like chicken Alfredo and macaroni and 
cheese, were also included on the menu.
     Rachel Desane, NASO vice president 
and junior exercise science major, said 
students should have a place to experi-
ence their culture when they are away 
from home.
     “When we’re on campus, you don’t re-
ally get to see or witness what you would 
witness back at home,” Desane said. “So 
we want them to make sure they’re com-
fortable and this is one of the ways: by 
starting the year off with Sankofa, which 
is stepping into your roots.”
     The NASO dance team also presented 
choreography to a mix of different mod-
ern African songs. Dance team member 
and junior business management major 
Latifah Acquah analyzed how Sankofa 
permits students to learn more about the 
meaning of going back to their roots.
     “Everybody that’s coming is going to 
learn about Africa back home,” Acquah 
said. “Our parents, the ones not born 
in America, will always say, ‘Yeah I’m 
going to go back home.’ Back home really 
means Africa.” 
     Mr. and Ms. NASO also attended the 
event to show support for the organiza-
tion. Sophomore sports marketing major 
Ernst Lozin was crowned Mr. NASO 
with junior public health major Vivian 
Odubanjo as Ms. NASO last fall during 
the Mr. and Ms. NASO pageants.
     “I think it’s very important for us to 
reclaim our roots and remember where 
we’ve come from,” Odubanjo said.
     NASO’s founder Kwaku Amo also 
attended the event and thanked the stu-
dents for continuing his aspirations for 
the organization.
     “The way we left it, you guys have 
stepped it up. You always have to re-
member why you are here,” Amo said. 
“You are here to create connections, to 
make a better future for yourselves and 
also for your families.”
     NASO has general body meetings on 
Wednesdays from 4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. and 
welcomes all students/cultures to attend.
     “We’re open to letting people [get] 
involved in our culture and being able to 
learn from other cultures as well,” Ajayi 
said. “Just dive right in, and you’ll feel 
right at home.”
Haley Wells
Editor in Chief
Olivia Kearns | The MontclarionNASO Vice President Rachel Desane (left) 
and NASO President Tosin Ajayi (right) pose for a photo at Sankofa. 
Olivia Kearns | The MontclarionSophomore biology major Aisosa Omoruyi 
walks during the best dressed contest, where 
she also won by applause.
Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion
Mr. NASO, Ernst Lozin, and Ms. NASO, Vivian 
Odubanjo, pose for a photo at the event. 
Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion
Flags from African countries were hung around 
the Student Center Ballrooms.
Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion
The NASO e-board poses for a photo after being introduced one by one at the 
beginning of Sankofa.
Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion
A student walks during the best 
dressed contest in an African-inspired garment. 
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A Boogie Wit Da Hoodie Goes 
‘Beast Mode’ at Wellmont Theater
     Last Tuesday night on Oct. 9 marked the return 
of rapper A Boogie Wit Da Hoodie to the Wellmont 
Theater. In what was a much anticipated show, due 
to A Boogie Wit Da Hoodie’s hot moment in the rap 
game, fans did not disappoint and made them-
selves present outside of the Wellmont well before 
doors opened.
     Once the venue’s doors opened, the excitement 
was noticeable as fans filled the streets of Bloom-
field Avenue in Montclair, making their way toward 
5 Seymour St. Fans who were not in line to enter 
rushed to the line where they underwent security 
check. Those who arrived early to get front seats 
stood excited with their ticket in hand.
     Inside the venue, fans were entertained with 
today’s most popular hits, ranging from Sheck 
Wes’ “Mo Bamba” to Drake’s “Nonstop.” An already 
packed Wellmont Theater came to life as fans on 
both the floor and balcony section sang along to 
their favorite hits while waiting for the Bronx, New 
York rapper’s arrival to the stage.
     After a couple opening performances from up-
and-coming artists, it was evident that fans could 
not wait any longer. The message was loud and 
clear: fans wanted A Boogie.
     “A Boogie!” chants started to erupt from every-
where—all the way from the balcony to the floor— 
and each time they seemed to get louder.
     At approximately 10 p.m., Artist Julius Dubose, 
better known as A Boogie, hit the stage. The Well-
mont Theater went wild as the “Drowning” artist 
walked across the stage. A Boogie stopped and 
admired the crowd in attendance before starting 
what would be almost an hour of live performance.
     The Highbridge neighborhood rapper per-
formed songs only day-one fans would know, 
recent releases and even never before heard music 
from his upcoming “Artist 2” album. The record is a 
follow-up to his 2016 mixtape “Artist” and is set to 
be released later this year.
     During his set A Boogie talked with the crowd 
numerous times, telling them how much he 
appreciated their support for his music. Songs he 
performed included “Drowning,” “My Shit,” “Beast 
Mode,” “Jungle,” “No Promises” and fan favorite “Say 
A’,” along with many more.
     The rapper even took the phones of fans to 
record himself performing live, certainly something 
they will never delete or forget about. Every once 
in a while, A Boogie took water breaks and later 
performed another song with the same energy.
     At 10:56 p.m., A Boogie thanked fans for attend-
ing the show and walked off the stage. Fans could 
simply not ask for more of a performance. Fans pro-
ceeded to exit The Wellmont Theater after having 
witnessed a great show. Other fans took their final 
pictures with friends to remember an unforgetta-
ble night at the Wellmont.
     “It was better than I thought,” said Stephanie 
Celis, 17, as she waited for her ride to pick her up 
outside the Wellmont. 
     Celis came from neighboring Clifton, New Jersey, 
and said she had a great time. 
     “It was an amazing show,” Celis said. “The turn-up 
was real.”
     Ratiba Megalla, 16, said she was part of the many 
attendees who screamed “A Boogie!” long before 
he hit the stage.
     “I wanted him to perform earlier,” said Megalla, 
who resides in Secaucus, New Jersey.
     Though A Boogie made Megalla, along with 
others wait, Megalla said it was worth it. 
     “He performed all the songs I wanted –’Jungle’ 
and ‘Beast Mode,’” Megalla said.
     A Boogie delivered an unforgettable night for 
the many fans that filled up The Wellmont Theater. 
The night was filled with old songs, recent songs 
and unreleased songs that fans got to dance and 
sing along to. Though A Boogie has reached so 
much success at his young age, he remains humble 
and that is a trait fans love him for.
     This is what makes him a unique artist that fans 
can connect with. As a Bronx native, Jersey is not 
too unknown for A Boogie. After the show, A Boo-
gie walked the streets of Montclair like an ordinary 
person, taking pictures with fans who filled Bloom-
field Avenue.
     A Boogie then drove himself away into the 
darkness of the night as fans waived and screamed 
“Goodbye Boogie!”
Cristian Inga | The Montclarion
Cristian Inga| The MontclarionA Boogie performs at 
Montclair’s Wellmont Theater 
for the second time.
“Drowning” artist A Boogie performed at Montclair’s own Wellmont Theater.
Cristian Inga
Staff Writer
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Top Picks
to Stream 
- Javier Reyes
Assistant Entertainment Editor
‘The Shining’ on Netflix
     This classic horror film, written and directed 
by legendary filmmaker Stanley Kubrick, tells 
the haunting story of a family staying in the 
Overlook Hotel. Jack Nicholson gives a menac-
ing performance as Jack Torrance, a father who 
is hired as caretaker of the hotel. Suffering from 
writer’s block, the supernatural elements that 
plague the hotel soon cause Jack to transform 
from a family man into the iconic axe-wielding 
madman that has made a lasting impact on 
horror cinema.
     “The Shining,” based on the Stephen King 
novel, is not only one of the greatest horror 
films of all time but is definitely a cinematic 
masterpiece. With great performances from 
Nicholson, Shelley Duvall and Danny Lloyd, 
this film doesn’t rely on jump scares and gore 
to frighten audiences, rather it showcases the 
horrors of isolation and the madness that can 
ensue. As Halloween approaches, “The Shining” 
is an excellent film to stream that will terrify 
viewers. 
Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox
Halloween Classics 
- Robert O’Connor
Entertainment Editor
Photo courtesy of Dimension FIlms
     The 1996 horror-classic “Scream” is 
one of the prime examples of how the 
genre can occasionally provide a wel-
come subversion of expectations. There 
isn’t an abundance of star power, but the 
film does an excellent job at making you 
invested in seeing, essentially, a bunch of 
random kids go through the worst night 
of their lives. There are many iconic scenes 
and the film is a piece that is deceptive 
in its premise. The film plays almost like a 
satire of the genre, albeit with the staples 
of over-the-top gore and thrills. It may not 
look it, but “Scream” fits the bill in more 
ways than just the cheesy horror-flick 
notions viewers may have toward it.
‘Bad Times at the El Royale’ 
is a Really Good Time
     “Bad Times at the El Royale” is director Drew Goddard’s 
love letter to legendary director Quentin Tarantino. Its 
typical crime-thriller plot is elevated to great heights by 
its style, constant twists and especially its star-studded 
cast. While some characters or plot points can get lost 
in the shuffle, it is still a very entertaining deck to sift 
through. 
     Set almost entirely in the El Royale, a once luxurious 
hotel on the California-Nevada border, the film sees a 
group of strangers check in on one fateful night. Though 
each guest is there for their own reasons, they all soon 
become tangled in a web of lies, murder and stolen cash. 
Things come to a head when a final stranger arrives with 
an agenda of his own, putting every other occupant of 
the hotel in mortal danger.
     This is not writer and director Drew Goddard’s first ro-
deo. He has been writing in Hollywood for years, but this 
is only his second time in the director’s chair. Despite this, 
“Bad Times” is expertly shot with a lot of creative choices 
being made throughout. The transitions between scenes 
are done very stylishly with the camera often focusing in 
on an object or person of interest. 
     I often felt like I was there in the hotel with the char-
acters, which is really hard to do and makes the action 
unbelievably tense.
     The cast of “Bad Times” is unmatched, and in some 
cases was even pleasantly surprising. Jeff Bridges and Jon 
Hamm, two of my favorite actors, do not disappoint with 
their often fun and sometimes emotional performances. 
Chris Hemsworth’s role in the film was a big talking point, 
and his performance is both hilarious and terrifying. 
Cynthia Erivo and Lewis Pullman, two names that were 
completely unfamiliar to me, were both fantastic and 
often stole the show.
     Like any good Tarantino-inspired thriller, this movie is 
full of violent twists and bloody turns. For this reason it 
is hard to talk about the story without spoiling anything, 
but from the beginning of the movie none of the char-
acters are who they say they are. It is hard to get a firm 
grasp on “Bad Times” because as soon as audiences think 
they know what is going to happen next, it swerves down 
a completely different road. Only at the very end of the 
movie can viewers tell with certainty which characters are 
trustworthy.
     This movie, like so many others following in the foot-
steps of “Pulp Fiction,” often tells its story out of order. 
Major plot reveals or dramatic moments are followed 
immediately by a flashback, which give some background 
into characters or their motivations. Many scenes are 
replayed multiple times, except from different characters’ 
points of view, which were some of my favorite moments 
in the movie.
     Because the story takes so many unexpected turns, it is 
sometimes hard to keep track of what is being seen and 
why it is being shown. While almost everything comes 
Thomas McNulty
Contributing Writer
full circle by the film’s climax, there are some plot threads 
that get left hanging. I felt that, for a movie with such 
incredibly talented performers, a few characters were 
wasted.
     The setting of the movie, the eponymous El Royale ho-
tel, is a very interesting location conceptually and visually. 
However, “Bad Times” is character-driven, and the setting 
wound up feeling pointless by the movie’s end. It could 
have been set in any ordinary motel or really any location 
at all. As long as those characters were still present, not 
much would have changed.
     Overall, “Bad Times at the El Royale” is tense, interest-
ing and sometimes even emotional. It is filmed with a 
style that makes even mundane scenes fun to watch and 
engrosses audiences in the halls of the El Royale. Every 
member of the stacked cast brings their A-game, with 
old-timers like Hamm and Bridges doing what they do 
best, while relatively newcomers like Erivo and Pullman 
prove that they can easily match them. Hemsworth gets 
to showoff an unexpected range that I hope to see more 
of in future films. 
     While not every single piece of the puzzle fits perfectly 
by the movie’s end, “Bad Times at the El Royale” was still a 
ton of fun to piece together.
Photo courtesy of 20th Century FoxChris Hemsworth plays Billie Lee, a stranger whose arrival 
ups the stakes dramatically. 
‘Scream’ on Starz App
Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox
“Bad Times at the El Royale” has an ensemble cast 
including Chris Hemsworth, Jon Hamm and Dakota 
Johnson.
The Montclarion • October 18, 2018 • PAGE 17themontclarion.org
     After “Whiplash” and “La La Land,” Damien 
Chazelle is back with “First Man,” telling the story of 
Neil Armstrong, played by Ryan Gosling, and the 
obstacles and personal journey that led to his walk 
on the moon. I am happy to report that “First Man” 
is yet another strong addition to Chazelle’s filmog-
raphy. 
     “First Man” features fantastic direction and great 
performances. On a technical level, the film is 
magnificent. It looks beautiful, the score is terrific, 
the sound is so realistic and the cinematography is 
immaculate.
Over the Moon for ‘First Man’
     I had the pleasure of watching this in IMAX, and 
it was so worth it. There are plenty of scenes that 
are filmed with a handheld camera, which adds the 
feeling of the viewer being in the rocket ship with 
the astronauts. The last 20 minutes in particular are 
unreal. It honestly feels like they shot the film on 
the moon; that is how astonishing the film looks. 
There are a lot of practical effects and of course 
some computer-generated image (CGI) involved, 
but it is hard to tell what is authentic or CGI. The 
film actually looks like it was made in 1969 from 
the way it was shot, the production and even the 
format.
     Gosling portrays Neil as a man who is very 
committed to his work and someone who does 
not show much emotion. While there may be 
some complaints that he portrays him as stoic, 
it is said that Neil was indeed like that. It is 
hard to say if Gosling will get any award nomi-
nations because it does look like a stacked year 
for Best Actor, but I personally think he does 
have a chance.
     Claire Foy, who plays Neil’s wife, delivers 
a very strong performance as well. She plays 
a wife who is understandably concerned with 
Neil possibly not coming home from his mis-
sion. There are times where she looks genuinely 
concerned, aggravated and upset at Neil. There 
is one argument scene where it was like I was 
actually watching Neil and his wife arguing, 
not the actors portraying them.
     The second act does meander a little bit 
and with nearly a two-and-a-half hour run 
time, it does feel like the pacing is a little off. 
I do wish that I was a little more emotionally 
invested with the characters, but that may just 
be a personal thing or a flaw of the screenplay. 
In any case, I highly enjoyed “First Man” and 
would recommend seeing it on the big screen. It 
is likely that this will be talked about a lot come 
award season.
     While it took nearly 50 years for Neil’s story 
to be told on the big screen, “First Man” is cer-
tainly worth the wait.
Diego Coya
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of Universal PicturesRyan Gosling stars as Neil Armstrong in “First Man.” 
‘Lodge 49’: Where Lovable 
Weirdos Congregate
     Once upon a time there was a fraternal order 
of losers, a pot-dealing alchemist, a mysteriously 
mummified corpse, a washed up surfer, and a for-
lorn love affair between a toilet supply salesman 
and a terminally ill journalist.
     So begins the unusual tale of AMC’s newest 
hour-long dramedy series, which just conclud-
ed its first season on Oct. 8. Underneath all the 
supernatural lore and enthralling weirdness, 
“Lodge 49” humanizes an ensemble cast of misfits 
looking for a place to belong.
     The opening scene introduces the audience to 
Sean Dudley, played by Wyatt Russell, the lovably 
outlandish protagonist with unrelenting opti-
mism after a series of disastrous events leave him 
orphaned and disabled.
     Ironically referred to as Dud, the unorthodox 
lead is shown combing the beach with a metal 
detector, scrounging for valuables to trade in at 
the local pawn shop. The first clue appears as a 
cryptic signet ring, adorned with a golden lynx.
     Dud pays for his gas with the few loose coins 
he is able to find in between the deteriorating 
seats of his bright yellow jalopy. Unsurprisingly, 
the engine fails later in the day, but an act of fate 
strands him right in front of “The Ancient and 
Benevolent Order of the Lynx.”
     This is a consistent pattern in plot develop-
ment. Something unfortunate happens that turns 
out to be a great stroke of luck and the chaos of 
the world seemingly has purpose. Coincidences 
drive the plot and start to appear orchestrated as 
Dud becomes more involved in the order.
     I found this function of the show to be espe-
cially effective in holding my attention. I kept 
studying each scene, looking for the next hint at 
what craziness might follow.
     The rest of the first season follows similar twists 
and turns. Dud joins the lodge, then begins un-
earthing its mysterious origins and the enigmatic 
tales of its founder. Hallucinations drive the plot 
and build tension by leaving the question of their 
legitimacy unanswered.
     The lodge is home to an assorted family of un-
derdogs, eccentrics and has-beens. Ernie Fontaine, 
played by Brent Jennings, acts as Dud’s mentor. 
They form an unusual but sincere friendship.
     The pair complement each other, with Ernie 
being a skeptic pessimist that balances Dud’s ten-
dencies towards impulsivity, and Dud giving him 
lessons on seeing the glass half full.
     For Dud, Lodge 49 becomes a literal escape from 
reality. Outside the tantalizing walls of the lodge 
he goes back to trying to navigate the obstacles of 
crippling debt and his strained relationship with 
his twin sister Liz Dudley, played by Sonya Cassidy.
     Liz became my favorite character throughout 
the series. She takes over as a pseudo-parent when 
their father goes missing and leaves her with 
thousands of dollars in debt, forcing her to work 
at a local restaurant chain that serves greasy food 
via scantily clad waitresses.
     Despite this, she clearly has big dreams and 
attempts to pursue them throughout the first 
season. Liz acts as her own barrier and frequently 
sabotages herself, which I found to be heartfelt 
and relatable. She may act as an antagonistic 
element in Dud’s life, questioning his choice to 
participate in the lodge. However, she remains a 
sympathetic character.
     “Lodge 49” is outstanding in its treatment of 
characters. The cast is impressively in tune with 
their respective roles, and the performances 
are one of the show’s great achievements. The 
conflict, heartache and beauty achieved simply 
through shared dialogue is really remarkable.
     The characters and their flaws felt genuine and 
softening instead of off-putting and cynical. At 
times, I could feel myself becoming so involved in 
their world that I forgot I was watching actors.
     I found myself anticipating each new episode, 
watching the weekly installments rather than 
waiting for a streaming service. I needed to know 
what was going to happen, even though the 
show ends on a huge cliffhanger.
     I highly recommend giving “Lodge 49” a 
chance. If you pay attention, you will be rewarded 
for your patience.
Alexa Spear
Staff Writer
Dud, played by Wyatt Russell (left) and Liz, 
played by Sonya Cassidy (right), share an emo-
tional moment discussing the disappearance of 
their father. 
Photo courtesy of AMC
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This Week In
Red Hawk 
Sports
Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Men’s Soccer: 1
Stockton University: 1
Women’s Volleyball vs. 
New York University
7 p.m.
Men’s Swimming vs.
Monmouth University
4 p.m.
Women’s Swimming vs. 
Monmouth University
4 p.m.
SAT 10/20
SUN 10/21
No Games
Women’s Volleyball at 
Moravian College
10 a.m.
Women’s Swimming at 
Drew University
1 p.m.
Men’s Swiming at 
Drew University
1 p.m.
Football vs. 
Frostburg State University
12 p.m.
Field Hockey vs. 
Rowan University
5 p.m.
Women’s Soccer at 
The College of New Jersey
6 p.m.
Men’s Soccer vs. 
The College of New Jersey
6 p.m.
Women’s Ice Hockey vs.
Columbia University
9:20 p.m.
Men’s Ice Hockey
University of New Hampshire
10 p.m.
MON 10/22
No Games
TUE 10/23
Women’s Volleyball vs. 
Hunter College
7 p.m.
WED 10/24
Women’s Soccer vs. 
Kean University
7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer at 
Kean University
7:30 p.m.
Red Hawks Volleyball: 3
William Paterson University: 1
THU 10/18
FRI 10/19
Sports
The Golden State Warriors signed DeMarcus Cousins over the off-season adding more
criticism to their legacy.
Javier Reyes
Assistant Entertainment Editor
     This week sees the official 
kickoff of the 2018-2019 NBA 
season, yet it somehow feels like 
it has been going on for months. 
Thanks to the endlessly enter-
taining appeal of the off season 
(with developments like Lebron 
James signing with the Lakers 
and Jimmy Butler publicly ex-
coriating his teammates), year 
after year the NBA manages to 
entice fans with its product. 
      It is a remarkable achieve-
ment, especially considering 
how predictable and unbal-
anced the league has seeming-
ly been thanks, in large part, 
to the complete dominance by 
the Golden State Warriors.
      Having won three of the 
last four NBA Finals, includ-
ing one 73-win season that 
was the most in league histo-
ry, the Warriors have cement-
ed themselves as being one of 
the most successful teams of 
all time. That being said, you 
would be hard pressed to find 
people that view the Warriors 
in a positive light. 
     Many would say, myself 
included, that a lot of the War-
riors’ success feels tainted. Each 
of their championship wins 
have some sort of asterisk next 
to them.
      In 2015, they beat the Cleve-
land Cavaliers when both Kyrie 
Irving and Kevin Love were in-
jured. In 2016, they infamously 
blew a 3-1 lead to the Cavaliers. 
In 2017, they were apparently 
so distraught over their loss 
that they needed to add another 
superstar player in the form of 
Kevin Durant in order to beat 
Lebron James. In 2018, they 
defeated a barely operational 
Cleveland team with Irving no 
longer there. 
     The Warriors have had their 
fair share of good fortune, like 
many other teams, but there is 
something about how they got 
to where they are that seems, in 
a sense, cheap.
     We have seen back in 2015 
and 2016, a 73-win season team 
that they were a lovable and 
a truly homegrown team that 
revolutionized the pace-and-
space kind of game basketball 
has become. Now, they are a 
team that did not need any ex-
tra help but did so anyway and 
in effect lessened their likability 
and uniqueness.
     No matter how well Durant 
and Stephen Curry play, there 
is rightfully very little justifica-
tion for either of them winning 
the MVP award, considering 
How Will the Warriors 
be Remembered?
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Red Hawks Women’s Soccer: 2
Stockton University: 3
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Golden State receives criticism despite their success on court
that the subtraction of one of 
them would have almost no 
effect on the outcome of their 
regular season. That does not 
sound like an MVP to me be-
cause both of their accomplish-
ments are somewhat mitigated 
by the presence of the other.
     This all further stresses the 
main point at hand. How, when 
it is all said and done, will the 
Warriors be remembered? Is the 
animosity they have procured 
fair?
      They might be one of the 
most important teams in the 
history of the league, but a lot 
of the discussion and narrative 
around them currently seems to 
be superseding all the accom-
plishments. Plus, the signing of 
DeMarcus Cousins can only ex-
acerbate this issue. 
      While Cousins is injured and 
the team may not see him back 
until the second half of the sea-
son, the result is still the same. 
We can safely assume the War-
riors will win the title again this 
year.
      Will they ever ameliorate 
the issues fans have with them? 
Does it even matter? In the 
end, it might just come down 
to whether or not you enjoy a 
more malleable competitive 
landscape or the allure of sus-
tained excellence. For better or 
worse, the Warriors are here to 
stay, and people will have to get 
used to it.
Red Hawks Women’s Swimming: 96
Seton Hall University: 141
Red Hawks Men’s Ice Hockey: 6
Rowan University: 5
Red Hawks Men’s Swimming: 66
Seton Hall University: 134
Red Hawks Men’s Ice Hockey: 0
Roger Williams University: 5
Red Hawks Football: 15
Salisbury University: 17
Red Hawks Volleyball: 3
Rutgers-Newark: 0
Red Hawks Field Hockey: 2
The College of New Jersey: 1
Photo courtesy of Flickr user Keith Allison
Stephen Curry, drafted in 2009, won three championships in the last 
four years with the Warriors.
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Men’s Hockey Coach Discusses this 
Year’s Strong Freshman Class
Men’s team beats Rowan in overtime, blanked by Roger Williams
    The Montclair State University 
men’s ice hockey team battled 
Roger Williams University at Floyd 
Hall Arena on Saturday night. 
Men’s ice hockey was coming off 
a victory on Friday night against 
Atlantic Collegiate Hockey Con-
ference (ACHA) rivals Rowan Uni-
versity 6-5. The Red Hawks were 
looking to add their third win in 
their last four games against the 
visitors from Rhode Island in front 
of their home crowd.
    Prior to this season, the Red 
Hawks’ roster added some depth 
and specifically size on defense 
and up front. The team welcomed 
freshmen defensemen Marc Ian-
diorio, Steven Ramos and Mike 
Nodarse to their veteran defen-
sive corps. While Iandiorio leads 
the team in points through six 
games this season, Ramos and 
Nodarse have filled the roles of 
stay-at-home defensemen.
     Head coach Robert Martinez 
added his thoughts on what the 
team’s new defensemen can add 
to the veteran defense.
    “We have seven defensemen 
on the roster and they all bring 
something different to the table,” 
Martinez said. “Iandiorio is most 
recognizable for his offensive skill. 
He’s always involved in offensive 
rushes, and he’s a threat on the 
power-play, and we have Ramos 
and Nodarse who are defensively 
responsible and move the puck 
fairly well.”
    Martinez continued to talk 
about his defense team becom-
ing stronger.
      “We think that coupled with 
Matt Hazuda (23) provides pressure in front of the Roger Williams’ goaltender, trying to create a scoring opportunity.
Red Hawks’ forward Will Prinz (2) wears a Breast Cancer 
Awareness jersey. He has two goals and two assists this season.
Anthony Paradiso
Assistant Sports Editor
[Daniel] Diner and the Vander 
Vliet brothers [Brendan and 
Thomas], we will be a lot more 
solid on defense than we have 
been the past couple years,” 
Martinez said.
       The Red Hawks also added 
freshman Ryan Martinez, one of 
the tallest Red Hawk forwards at 
6-foot 3-inches, who can use his 
size to drive to the net and create 
problems for opposing goalten-
ders.
     Freshman goaltender Danny 
Porth started his third game of 
the season Saturday and would 
be tested early and often by the 
Rogers Williams’ organized of-
fense.
     Despite seeing plenty of shots 
on his net in the first period, Porth 
kept Roger Williams off the score-
board during the first period.
       Just five minutes into the 
second period, Roger Williams’ 
Nicholas Hart skated past the 
Red Hawks’ defense and slid 
a wraparound attempt in be-
tween Porth’s legs and the Red 
Hawks found themselves down 
1-0.
     Five minutes later, Red Hawks’ 
defenseman Iandiorio took a 
cross-checking penalty, which 
would prove costly because the 
Red Hawks’ Cole Foster convert-
ing a goal out of that power play 
and took a 2-0 lead.
         The Red Hawks were not 
shy of physical contact and used 
their aggression to slow down 
Roger Williams’ transition in 
front of their home crowd. 
Coach Martinez described what 
the team was looking to do by 
adding some bigger players to 
the team this year.
     “We’ve added a substantial 
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amount of size compared to 
years past, so we’re looking to 
play a more physical up-tempo 
game than we have,” Martinez 
said.
       Halfway through the second 
period, Montclair State’s Mike 
Nordstrom was checked from 
behind into the boards, but the 
referee tamely called Roger 
Williams for a two-minute el-
bowing penalty. On the ensuing 
powerplay for the Red Hawks, 
the home team generated sev-
eral rebound opportunities by 
taking shots from the defensive 
points while forwards went to 
the net and screened the Red 
Hawks’ goaltender. The Red 
Hawks hit the post once and 
generated numerous scoring 
chances but could not score on 
their second powerplay of the 
game.
        Once the penalty ended, Rog-
er Williams’ forwards went back 
to work. Roger Williams’ forward 
Griffin Gagne snuck behind a Red 
Hawks defender and scored on 
the breakaway attempt.
     In the third period, the Red 
Hawks pressed hard to try and 
chip away at their four-goal defi-
cit. Right winger Evan Calendrillo 
hit an opponent from behind in 
his defensive zone, resulting in a 
minor penalty and put Roger Wil-
liams on the powerplay for the 
third time. Roger Williams’ Dana 
Nichols would score the final goal 
of the game halfway through 
the third to win 5-0 over the Red 
Hawks.
      Porth made save after save and 
even saved the puck off the goal 
line on a second chance opportu-
nity. He was named first star after 
the game for making 54 saves on 
59 shots.
     “Porth has been outstanding 
in all of his appearances so far,” 
Martinez said. “He started versus 
Marist, [a game where] we lost in 
overtime, but we wouldn’t have 
been in overtime if it weren’t for 
him. He stopped 36 shots against 
Ramapo for a win, and he earned 
our win against Rowan the other 
day, so he’s been playing really 
well.”
      Men’s ice hockey will play their 
next game on home ice against 
the University of New Hampshire 
at 10 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 20.
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Red Bulls Exact Revenge on 
Riverhounds 2-1 in Season Finale
     On a chilly night match be-
tween the New York Red Bulls 
II and Pittsburgh Riverhounds, 
over 1500 fans packed MSU 
Soccer Park. This game’s at-
tendance was the largest crowd 
ever to attend a Red Bulls II 
game since the professional soc-
cer club began playing its home 
matches at Montclair State Uni-
versity in 2017.
        Red Bulls’ goalkeeper Scott 
Levene made five saves, includ-
ing a penalty-stop, during the 
second half that kept his team 
leading late in the second half in 
a game that the Red Bulls were 
eager to win. The team moved 
up a few ranks in the United 
Soccer League (USL) playoff 
seeding.
       Head coach John Wolyniec 
applauded goalkeeper Scott 
Levene for making five timely 
saves for his club on Sunday.
        “Scott stepped up when 
he needed to and there’s a lot 
of faith there,” Wolyniec said. 
“His job as a second goalkeeper 
is not easy, but Scott’s done re-
ally well so I wasn’t surprised 
that he made a few big saves for 
us.”
       The Red Bulls showed great 
tenacity on the counter attack, 
converting two goals on nicely 
threaded through balls into the 
attacking third of the pitch. Jose 
Aguinaga and Amando More-
no stretched the Riverhounds’ 
backline with their speed and 
quick decision making.
       In the 30th minute, Red Bulls 
II would take the lead. Forward 
Tom Barlow hounded the Riv-
erhound defender and pounced 
on the ball. Barlow went in one-
on-one with the Riverhounds’ 
goalie, Dan Lynd. With finesse 
on the floor Barlow knocked the 
ball into the right corner of the 
goal to give the Red Bulls a 1-0 
lead.
       Barlow described what 
he thought of scoring the Red 
Bulls’ first goal of this match.
       “[The Riverhounds defend-
er] took a bad touch and luck-
ily I was in the right place at the 
right time,” Barlow said. “I no-
ticed the goalie was out [off his 
line] so I just tried to keep it low 
and put it in the corner.”
       The Red Bulls would take 
a 1-0 lead into halftime, even 
though the Riverhounds out-
shot them. The Red Bulls were 
opportunistic and won more 
Anthony Paradiso
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tackles in the middle of the 
pitch. The second half was just 
as gritty a battle in the middle 
of the pitch as the first half was. 
Referee Matthew Franz allowed 
the players to police themselves 
Sunday night and did not go to 
his pocket for a yellow or red 
card all evening.
       In the 57th minute, defender 
Kenardo Forbes took down Red 
Bulls’ defender Ethan Kutler, 
awarding the home side a free 
kick at about 25 yards from the 
Pittsburgh goal. Red Bulls mid-
fielder Cristian Casseres Jr. took 
the set piece and sent a cross to 
the left side of the net for de-
fender Brian White, but White’s 
header missed the target.
       In the 70th minute, Pitts-
burgh’s Jordan Dover was 
brought down in the 18-yard 
box and Franz didn’t flinch in 
pointing to the penalty spot. 
The Red Bulls’ narrow 1-0 lead 
was in jeopardy when Kenardo 
Forbes stepped up to take the 
penalty kick.
       MSU Soccer Park erupted 
in cheers when Red Bulls’ goal-
keeper Scott Levene sprawled 
to his right and made the save 
with his fingertips inside the 
right post.
       On his pivotal penalty stop, 
Levene described how his save 
impacted the rest of his team-
mates.
        “That save was a real chang-
ing moment,” Levene said. “I 
think once I made the save, a lit-
tle bit of energy flowed through 
us and we were able to get a 
goal near the end, so definitely 
a big changing moment in the 
game.”
         The Red Bulls won a corner 
off to the right corner flag. Mid-
fielder Andrew Tinari drifted a 
smooth cross into the box where 
Barlow used his frame to jump 
up and head the ball toward the 
net. The Riverhounds goalkeep-
er dove to his right and was 
able to parry the ball away.
       In the last 10 minutes of reg-
ulation time, the Riverhounds 
had the first of two one-on-one 
encounters with the Red Bulls’ 
goalkeeper, who would prove 
too sharp for Riverhounds to 
outfox.
       In the 80th minute, Pitts-
burgh’s Romeo Parkes sped 
in on goal and missed his 
shot wide to the left of goal. 
Ten minutes later, Neco Brett 
zoomed past defender White all 
alone on goal, but Levene came 
quickly off his line to get in the 
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way of his shot, deflecting it 
wide to the right of the goal.
        Five minutes would be 
added to the extra time at the 
end of the game by referee 
Franz.
        In the first minute of ex-
tra time, the Red Bulls added 
the insurance goal that would 
seal the deal. Midfielder 
Aguinaga sped into the Riv-
erhounds’ half and played 
Jared Stroud in with space on 
the right side of goal. Stroud 
took a few steps and drilled 
a shot into the netting to give 
the Red Bulls a 2-1 advantage 
in stoppage time.
        The Riverhounds respond-
ed with a goal on a header from 
Joseph Greenspan, but the Red 
Bulls would hold onto their 
lead, making all the fans who 
came out to support them hap-
py on a chilly Sunday night.
        After the game, Levene 
added his thoughts on the vic-
tory and what it means for the 
Red Bulls next foray into the 
USL playoffs.
         “Confidence, that’s a good 
team that we just beat,” Levene 
said. “We were looking forward 
to exacting revenge, and it gives 
us a real momentum swing. 
Three wins in a row and we’re 
The New York Red Bulls II and Pittsburgh Riverhounds walk out 
onto the field prior to the start of the game.
Jared Stroud seals the deal in extra time to capture fifth seed in USL Playoffs
looking forward to the play-
offs.”
         In the bracket for the 2018 
USL playoffs, the Red Bulls fin-
ished as the fifth seed and will 
play against fourth-seeded FC 
Charleston Battery on Saturday, 
Oct. 20, in the first leg of their 
opening round.
         The Red Bulls last met 
FC Charleston Battery on Aug. 
25, when the two teams played 
to a 4-4 draw at MUSC Health 
Stadium in Charleston, South 
Carolina. In the opening round 
of the 2017 USL playoffs, Red 
Bulls thrashed Charleston 4-0.
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The New York Red Bulls II finished the regular season as the fifth 
seed in the USL Playoff after their win against the Pittsburgh Riverhounds.
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